Who's liable for breast cancer prevention? Your patient can sue--and win--if preventive options aren't made clear.
Strategies to reduce the likelihood of breast cancer in high-risk patients present complex medical-legal issues. An accurate and thorough medical history, objective calculation of risk, thorough discussion of preventive options and side effects, meticulous documentation of physician-patient interactions, and meticulous follow-up are essential. These elements form the foundation of a sound approach to breast cancer prevention in high-risk patients and should reduce physician liability if cancer occurs.